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By DENIS O'BRIEN 
Staff Writer 

Local author Harold Weisberg 
filed suit against the U.S. Go¬ 
vernment Wednesday claiming 
that the State and Justice De- 
. partments had violated the 1968 
“freedom of information act” in 
witholding information concern¬ 
ing the extradition /trial in Bri¬ 
tain of James Earl Ray. 

Weisberg commented Wednes¬ 
day, that affidavits used in the 
trial were deliberately withheld 
from him since they contained 
information which would f pos¬ 
sibly contradict the promise of 
proof concerning the Martin Lu¬ 
ther King murder made by the 
prosecutor at the Memphis pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Weisberg, who has written an 
as yet unpublished book about 
the James Earl Ray case en¬ 
titled “Coup D'Etat" said he 
had sought to see the affidavits 


which he claimed backed the ba¬ 
sic thesis of the book, that there 
was no clear-cut evidence that 
Ray was Martin Luther King's 

He said that the Justice De¬ 
partment and the Bow Street 
Magistrate's Court in Britain 
both claimed that they had no 
copies. He said, however, that 
State Department officials said 
that copies of the affidavits had 
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had no copies of the affidavits 
highly unusual since these do¬ 
cuments had to be certified be¬ 
fore. being sent to the British 
authorities. 

He quoted a letter which he 
said had been sent to him by 
State Department Assistant Le¬ 
gal Advisor J. Edward Lyerly, 
in commenting on what he felt 
was the unusualness of the Bri¬ 
tish authorities having no re¬ 
cords of the trial. 


been sent to the Justice Depart- , 

ment. r A s "Affidavits submitted to.afor- 


,Weisberg commented further 
on the, lack of records at the 
Bow Street Magistrate Court in 
Britain, saying that, the normal 
procedure in public trials is for 
recprds to be kept. 

The affidavits used in the ex¬ 
tradition trial were originally 
compiled by the Justice Depart-; 
ment, certified, and sent to the 
State Department and from there 
to the British authorities, W eis- 
berg said. He commented that 
he found the claim by Justice 
Department authorities that they 
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eign court in support of a re¬ 
quest for extradition becomepart 
of the records of that court. 

He also took issue with a state¬ 
ment which he said was made in a 
letter to him from Deputy At¬ 
torney General Richard Klein- 
dienst that the affidavits would 
not at any rate have been made 
available to him since they would 
be part of an immune investiga¬ 
tive file. ' ’ 

He said that the “Freedom of 
Information Act” made most 
files not involving an investiga¬ 
tion available to the public. The 
claim that the affidavits in ques¬ 
tion were part of an investiga-^ 
tive file "is complete nonsense, 
because they are the evidence of 
the.Bow Street Court,"Weisberg 
remarked. 

Suit was filed in the Federal 
District Court in Washington. 

Weisberg has written and pub¬ 
lished four books concerning the 
assassination of John F. Ken¬ 
nedy arid the later investigation 
of the assassination. These 
books, are “Whitewash," 
"Whitewash n," "Photographic 
Whitewash, ** and "Oswald in Nfew 
Orleans." 
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